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No Trust at Redeemer 


Brookview Trust 


Fails 
by CROWN Staff 


On June 10, Redeemer 
Administration announced the failure 
of the Brookview Trust Fund in a 
news release. Brookview was 
established by private trustees in 
order to provide subsidies for 
students’ tuition. The announcement 
of its collapse shocked students, 
faculty, staff, and supporters. The 
CROWN's April Fool's issue which 
jokingly referred to the collapse of the 
trust fund was no longer a 
lighthearted joke, but a devastating 
reality. The news release stated, 
"the assets placed in the, Trust were 
rendered valueless due to the 
prolonged recession." 


Since this announcement, more has 
been learned concerning the 
Brookview Trust, most significantly, 
that Mr. Smouter, Vice-President of 
Advancement for Redeemer, and Dr. 
Kranendonk, Vice-President of 
Finance, were two of the formerly 
anonymous four trustees of 
Brookview. Smouter and 
Kranendonk have also been 
suspected of conflict of interest 
involving Vista Holdings, for which 
they also served as Directors. Vista 
is the company which loaned money 
to Brookview in order for Brookview 
to buy shares back into that same 
company. 


Due to Brookview's collapse, 
Redeemer was forced to raise 
housing fees this year to $3,250, up 
$1,710 from the promised $1, 540. 
Tuition, however, was kept at $4,450. 


In addition to increased housing 
fees, Redeemer cut many of its plans 
for 1991-92. Faculty members did 
not receive their promised raises in 
salary -- the second time they have 


been let down after such promises. 
The temporary housing units Student 
Life had planned to acquire were also 
out of the question due to lack of 
funds, and students are being forced 
to squeeze nine to a residence, while 
many have chosen to find housing off 
campus: The school will also be 
more crowded with furniture and 


. games from the Rec Centre which 


hasmbeen converted into a Mega- 


dorm. Staff and Faculty have been 
forced to tighten their belts and 
reduce their budgets. 


Brookview Failure 


by Karen Bisschop 
CROWN Editor 


Shortly after the collapse of the 
Brookview Trust, confirmed to the 
Administration and to the Board on 
June 3, Student Senate posted a 
statement of no _ confidence in 
Redeemer’s financial administration. 
Senate posted this statement on July 
24 after reviewing the Board of 
Governor's inquiry into Brookview. 
Although Senate denounced 
Redeemer'’s financial administration, 
they affirmed the authority of the 
Board of Governors and requested 
change to the administrative structure 
at Redeemer, although no specific 
change was suggested. (For more 
information about Senate's response 
to ihe Brookview voliapse get page 
5) 

Faculty also expressed its lack of 
confidence in the _ financial 


Disappoints Students, Infuriates Faculty 


administration of Redeemer, but did 
not release an official statement until 
Wednesday, Aug. 28, when they sent 
a letter to the Board of Governors. 
This statement was not posted, but 
has circulated privately for the last 
two weeks. Its main points are as 
follows: 

A. Amotion of non-confidence in the 
financial administration of Redeemer 
College. 

The faculty lists several grounds on 
which this decision was based, most 
significantly: the apparent pattern of 
foul-ups in Redeemer’s 
administration; the conflict of interest 
involving Mr. Smputer and Dr. 
Kranehdonk ‘(altholigh iui" lamed 
specifically) due to their 
responsibilities as administrators, 
Directors of Vista Holdings, and 


trustees of Brookview; the premature 
announcement of the Brookview 
Trust before it had been approved by 
either the Board or the Executive of 
the Board; faculty's concerns being 
ignored by administration; the 
administration’s questionable integrity 
jeopardizes Redeemer's reputation; 
and a general lack of personal trust 
in certain individuals in Redeemer's 
administration. 
This motion was passed, 18 in 
favour, 4 opposed, and 5 
abstentions. 

The second motion requested a 


meeting of the full Board of 
Governors before Sept. 28 to 
“comsider the ‘crisis & financial 


leadership and trust at Redeemer 
College." This motion was passed 
unanimously. 


Student Life Department: 


by Beth Ann Douma 
Assistant Editor 


Irene Veldhuis assumed the title of 
"Acting Dean of Students” as of this 
past August 1, and she will maintain 
this title until May 31, 1992. In the 
meantime a new Dean of students 
will be sought, and if found and hired, 
will assume his or her duties on June 
1, 1992. 

Veldhuis was appointed Acting 
Dean of Students when no suitable 
replacement for Dean Kors could be 
found. Veldhuis is the first to stress 
that her position is temporary. 
Although there were a couple of 
applicants for the position, neither 
were appointable. Though Veldhuis 
does not have the Masters degree 
necessary for the Dean position, she 
does have the experience within the 
Student Life Department, and when it 
came down to the crunch she was 
the most suitable for the position at 
the present time. 

Veldhuis finds herself with a larger 
workload as she assumes some of 
Dean Kors’ work, as well as her work 
as the Residence Life Director. Asa 
result, several changes have been 
made in the duties department. 
Veldhuis has moved off campus, and 
is therefore no longer on 24 hour call 


Role Revision 


Acting Dean of Students, Irene Veldhuis 


responsibilities. 

Garner was hired as Veldhuis’ 
assistant. His title is Assistant Dean 
of Students. He share some of Kors’ 
former workload as well as some of 
Veldhuis’. Some of Garner's duties 
include dorm inspections, Student 
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Life Department representative and 
organiser at campus activities (such 
as supper auctions), peer-faculty 
advising, chairperson for the Student 
Life Hearing Committee as well as 
the 24 hour call duties shared with 
the Wynands. 


Editorial 


by Karen Bisschop 
CROWN Editor 


Behind Closed Doors 


The announcement in November of 
last year that a trust fund had been 
set up that would enable Redeemer 
to lower tuition was welcomed by the 
entire Redeemer community. The 
fact that the trustees of this fund 
were to remain anonymous left only 
a few Redeemer-wise individuals to 
accept the announcement. with 
scepticism. They had heard it 
before, but this time it did sound 
quite hopeful. Once again they were 
disappointed in Redeemer's 
administration. 

Students were not the only ones 
disappointed in the trust fund 
collapse. Faculty was more than a 
little upset about seeing their 
promised raises being pulled back 
from their grasps once again. The 
whole fiasco seems to reinforce that 
old proverb: money is the root of all 
evil. This is not quite true. Perhaps 


it is more appropriate to say that. 


dollar signs bring out the beast in all 
of us. 

Redeemer's financial administration 
doesn't like admitting it has goofed 
again, but the fact is, the mistake 
wasn't conflict of interest or 
dependence on the stock market. 
What is becoming more and more 
obvious is that the real Brookview 
"scandal" is more about a lack of 
openness and honesty among 
Redeemer'’s administration, faculty, 
staff and students. Two of the four 
Brookview trustees remain 
anonymous, with no explanation by 
either Mr. Smouter or Or. 
Kranendonk. Rumours abound as to 
whom they could be, and whether 


there is something worse we could 
discover. There are also many 
rumours about possible resignations 
on the part of faculty members, who 
can no longer tolerate the dishonesty 
and lack of respect for faculty 
members they perceive in 
Redeemer's administration. Most 
discussions among faculty and staff 
now occug behind closed d brs. 
Some indwiduals! are ho lo ger 
speaking to one another. 

What about the students? 
Somehow they aren't quite sure how 
to take the whole issue. They hear a 
lot of talk these days about 


forgiveness and "moving on", but 
they are not quite sure what they are 
moving on from. Until this becomes 


more clear, the college cannot 
continue to carry out its task of 
creating disciples. 

| wanted to start the year off with a 
friendly welcome and a pleasant chat 
about the amazing growth of the 
college. , However, the hurt, anger 
and gen@ra! Tnistrust in our college 
cannot be ignored. Perhaps next 
issue | will write about "the little 
college that grew", but for now I'm a 
little too depressed to chat. 


The 
CROWN 


welcomes 
you! 
Your student newspaper, the 


CROWN, offers a special welcome to 
all those who are new to Redeemer 
College: staff, faculty and especially 
students (oh yeah, to those returning 
students, it's nice to have you 
around, for a little moral support, 
too!) 

In this first issue of the CROWN 
you will find several stories that will 
bring you up to date on current 
events involving Redeemer. These 
articles are designed to present the 
facts to our readers, as objectively as 
possible. lf you would like to 
contribute to the CROWN, you may 
do so as a reporter, photographer, 
typist, or layout assistant. You may 
simply wish to respond to a previous 
article or raise important issues via a 
letter to the editor or a Soapbox 
discussion. 

However, if you do not wish to do 
so, the CROWN will be satisfied if 
only we arouse your interests and 
grab your attention for the brief 
moments it takes you to read our 
work. We will have completed our 
mission in informing you = and 
hopefully making you think about 
school a little differently ¢than your 
prof makes you think about your 
homework. 


Welcome to Redeemer College, Home of the ROYALS! 


by Ben Westerveld 


A new academic year is beginning, 
and although our sports teams wear 
the name "ROYALS", in a sense 
everyone at Redeemer College is 
part of the home team. 

Most important for any team are 


the players. We, the Redeemer 
College students, are the players in 
the game called "University 
Education”. There are many 


demands placed upon each player, 
but Redeemer College is equipped 
with the necessary people to 
formulate a game plan that will help 
us to reach our goal. 


The CROWN is the student newspaper of Redeemer College. It is run by students and ig 


Any effective team needs coaches 
that can make things happen. Here 
at Redeemer College you will be 
trained and drilled by the faculty as 
they coach us on to greater 
academic heights. 

For a team to remain effective they 
need personnel who can manage the 
finances, maintain the playing fields, 
and service the players while at the 
same time soliciting new players. 
The Redeemer College 
administration and staff members see 
to the day to day business of the 
College so that the action can 


continue. 

Finally, in order to keep the team 
organized and operating, both on and 
off the field, a captain is needed. 
Because of the large number of 
players and the wide variety of 
activities, the students of Redeemer 
College elect a thirteen member 
Student Senate. The president of 
Senate this year is yours truly, Ben 
Westerveld, Jr. Paul Brink, as Vice- 
President is in charge of student 
concerns. 

(A note for first year and transfer 
students: if you have any questions, 


responsible to the Student Publications Committee. We welcome your comments. 


Editor: Karen Bisschop 

Assistant Editor: Beth Ann Douma 
News Editor: Winston Neutel 
Sports Editor: Rob Janssens 
Printer: Mountain Action Graphics 


Positions Available: 
Distribution Manager 
Laserprinting 
Photography 
Cartoonists 

Copy Editing 
Advertising Manager 
Business Manager 


a 


Advertising rates available upon 
request. For more information, write: 
CROWN 
c/o Redeemer College 
Ancaster, ON 
L9G 3N6 
{416) 648-2131 ext. 279 


Letters to the editor may be mailed to 
the editor via intra-campus mail or 
put under the door of the CROWN 
office, room 251. 

Letters should be no longer than 
200 words, may be edited for brevity 
and clarity, and will be printed as 
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space permits. All letters must be 
signed. 


Opinions expressed in the CROWN 


are not necessarily those of the 
students, faculty or administration of 
Redeemer College. 

The CROWN is funded by 
advertising and by the students of 
Redeemer College. 


Submissions for the next issue must 


be received by Friday, September 13, 
1991, 


concerns, objections, or even 
suggestions that you would like to 
voice, please submit them to the 
Student Senate Office (room 114) 
and Paul will see to them a.s.a.p.) 

Our team secretary, Anne-Marie 
Van Dixhoorn, will keep us informed 
of Senate’s activities, while treasurer, 
Ron VanderHeide, will manage the 
student finances. 

This year Gary Miedema, along with 
Sonya Oegema, Ken VanderHorst 
and Jenn Westerhof, will head the 
Student Senate Activities Committee. 
Christy Koning and Rob Vandebelt 
are coordinating the Spiritual and 
Volunteer Committee. 

It is true that a majority of the 
action at Redeemer takes place 
within the classroom, between the 
shelves of library books and behind 
desks. Although these may be the 
main playing fields, the sidelines are 
no less active. Clubs, the CROWN, 
yearbook, social events, special 
activities, community volunteering 
and Bible devotions are all events 
organized by students and meant for 
student participation. 

So this year don't be just a banch 


warmer or spectator. GET INAHE- 


ACTION! Whether you are on the 
starting line-up or the water boy, be 
sure to do your part. You will be 
glad you did! 


Opinion 


On the Quality of Redeemer’s Faculty 


by William Fledderus 


Throughout the recent Brookview 
morass our professors have shown 
admirable restraint during what has 
been for many a time of personal 
anger, frustration and sadness. 

Such emotions are now pushed 
aside, and somehow professors have 
managed to come back to the 
classroom with sincere energy and 
enthusiasm. 

Professors are here above all to 
serve God by serving students and 
by giving them the best quality 
teaching possible. The good thing is, 
they have not lost perspective. 

All of them | have been able to talk 
with about the Brookview scandal 
share one bottom line: we are going 
to make this the best year possible 
for the students and not allow 
administrative mistakes to cloud our 
minds in the classroom. 

Such an attitude in a situation like 
this is truly professional. 


\ Brookview from a faculty point of 
view 

Though the Trust collapsed at the 
end of May, it was not until mid-July 
that faculty was called in to be 
briefed on the failure. Information 
was released in piecemeal fashion, 
and it took at least three meetings for 
them to make sense of what had 
happened. 

Try to imagine the frustration and 
impotence they must have felt as 
they were told as little as possible 
about an event which had happened 
nine weeks before. Each time they 
met the story was a little different, 
until finally the whole truth came out. 
Why didn’t they tell us all this right 


away? many must have asked. 

Imagine how they felt when they 
realized that the tuition break which 
students received last semester--a 
$426 000 break supposedly covered 
by Brookview--was in fact never paid 
and will now have to be absorbed by 
Redeemer. 

Some of them had questioned the 
anonymous, nameless trust at the 
time of its inception, but suspicions 
had been silenced by a December 13 
letter from President DeBolster, 
reassuring faculty that he had 
checked out the trust and that 
everything was legitimate. Faculty 
(and the entire Redeemer 
community) were allowed to believe 
that Brookview possessed assets in 
the millions. 

We now know, of course, that 
Brookview never had more than one- 
fourthousanath of that money, not to 
mention that it had nothing to cover 
the tuition reductions promised for 
this year. 


Faculty awalts September 13 

At its August 23 meeting, faculty 
passed a motion directed towards 
Redeemer's Board of Governors 
requesting a September meeting of 
the full board. That meeting will take 
place September 13. 

The wording of the motion 
suggests that many faculty would 
agree with Bert Witfoot’s August 
editorial in Calvinist \ Contact, 
especially the part where he stressed 
that further disciplinary action will be 
necessary to restore Redeemer's 
credibility. 


The profs | have spoken with 


The Housing Hassle 


by BethAnn Douma 
Assistant Editor 


The bottom line is that none of us 
(but especially students) like change, 
but when it came down to the Rec 
Centre or off-campus housing, the 
Rec Centre was really the only viable 
option. So says Residence Life 
Director, Irene Veldhuis. The Rec 
House, as it is now referred to will 
house 13 female upper class 
residents. The Rec House can 
ideally house 15 and possibly up to 
16 students, but it was not necessary 
to do this at the present time. Some 
of the changes that have taken place 
include the removal of the 
witchboard, the installation of bunks 
in square (as opposed to rectangular) 
bedrooms, some rooms housing up 
to four students, and the college- 
supplied desks. All the bedrooms 
are located on the ground floor, while 
the upper level remains a large living 
area. The men’s bathroom has been 
coverted to shower stalls, and 
drawers and shelves have been 
installed in the women’s washroom. 
The kitchen has been outfitted with 
two fridges, a stove, a_ large 
microwave, aw well as cupboards, 
counter space, etc. Instead of long 
dining tables, the eating area 
contains round table to lend a more 
cosy atmosphere. 
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stressed that personal opinion would 
be put aside after the September 13 
meeting, since the board is the body 
empowered to deal out any 
disciplinary action for the 
administrative mistakes. 

However, | continue to hear 
second-hand rumours that some 
faculty feel so strongly that justice in 
this situation merits a dual dismissal 
that they will take action if the 
tloard's decision is perceived as too 
lax. The only such action which | 
can conceive of is some kind of 
appeal to the membership at its 
September 28 meeting. | pray it 
does not come to that. 


Whatever the September 13 
decision, let us encourage our profs 
to act professionally and in Christian 
love. It seems to me that translates 
into daring to err on the side of 
generosity and obedience is better 
than to engender the overthrow of 
the establishment. | feel that the 
most professional action would be to 
show respect for the board's 
legimately given authority; anything 
else will lead to anarchy. 

May our faculty continue to prove 
that they have a fine character to 
match the excellence of their 
academic ability. 


The changes in the Rec Centre 
mean some changes for the entire 
student body. A loung area has 
been set up on the second level of 
the academic building, above the 
main foyer. A games room (pool and 
ping pong table, shuffleboard, etc.) is 
currently being set up in the 
academic building and the fishbowl 
(the glass walled room opposite the 
new lounge) has been coverted to a 
TV room. This of course means that 
the academic buildings will have to 
be more accessible on Sundays. 
Veldhuis feels that these 
arrangements will make better use of 
the academic building. 

In summary of the housing 
situation, at last count there were 388 
students to be housed on campus. 


There are approximately 36 
residences with 9_ residents. 
Residences #37-42 house 8 


residents each. As well, 2 of the 
apartments (units #204 and #206) 
are being used as residences and 
will house 4 students each. The 
students in these units will be on the 
food plan. While ‘he housing 


situation is by no means ideal, it has — 


been handled as best as it possibly 
could with the developments that 
have occurred over the summer. 


|e 


Brookview: 


by Karen Bisschop 
CROWN Editor 


} 1440) 
In November of last year President 
DeBolster announced the 


establishment of a private trust fund 
which would donate funds _ to 
Redeemer, enabling the college to 
reduce tuition and housing costs. At 
the time of the announcement, 
DeBolster did not know that the 
assets of the trust were shares 
bought on borrowed money, which 
were subject to market changes, nor 
had the Board approved the 
Brookview Trust scheme. DeBolster 
had not asked too many questions, 
he says, because he wanted to 
respect the request for anonymity on 
the part of the trustees. 

However on December 13 
DeBolster sent a memo to faculty 
and staff stating that he realized that 
he was "ultimately responsible for 
such arrangements" and that he 
should be more knowledgable about 
the details of the trust. One of his 
reasons for doing so stated, "the 
operation of the trust must be reliable 
so that it will not cause any 
embarrassment to the College, either 
now or in the future." DeBolster's 
understanding of the trust at that time 
and until the announcement of its 
collapse was that private companies 
had given shares to the trust, not 
loaned the money to Brookview. At 
the time of the June 10 news release 
the names of the Brookview trustees 
were not revealed. However, Dr. 
Kranendonk, Vice-President of 
Finance, and Mr. Bill Smouter, Vice- 
President of Development, both 
tendered their resignations to 
President DeBolster as _ they 
announced the collapse. Apparently 
Kranendonk and Smouter were two 
of the four trustees of Brookview. 
When the trust was first established, 
the trustees had agreed to donate 
funds to Redeemer, provided their 


identities remain anonymous. The 
other two trustees remain 
anonymous. 


After the announcement, a general 


meeting was planned for June 22 (at 
the suggestion of Student Senate) to 
answer questions from students or 
parents, and to make suggestions. 
In the meantime, a task force of 
students, faculty, staff, and board 
members was assigned to produce a 
reduced budget for 1991-92 in order 
to compensate for the loss of 
projected donations from Brookview. 

The Board of Governors also 
called for an investigation into the 
Brookview trust, which was carried 
out by the accounting firm of Ernst 
and Young.’ The results of this report 
were summarized in the July issue of 
REFLECTIONS. This was 
Redeemer's first acknowledgement 
that the “assets” of the Brookview 
Trust were actually shares in a 
private company which were 
purchased by means of a loan from 
that same company. Due to inflation 
and declining interest rates, the 
company from which Brookview had 
borrowed money, was forced to call 
its loan to Brookview, obliging 
Brookview to sell off its shares in that 
same company. The identity of this 
company was eventually discovered 
to be Vista Holdings, first disclosed in 
the Aug. 16 issue of The CALVINIST 


The Course of Events 


CONTACT. Vista is the same 
company which made it possible for 
Redeemer to build its independent 
housing last year, and is comprised 
of several faculty and staff members 
of Redeemer College who were not 


involved in the Brookview - Vista 
discussions. Only Vista Board 
members were involved in the 


decision to loan to Brookview. These 


members also include: David 
Benner, Henry Brouwer, Gilbert 
Langerak, and Lorraine’ Elisen 
Vermeer. 


As Kranendonk and Smouter were 
both members of both Vista and 
Brookview, speculation about 
conflicting interests arose. The 
offered resignations of Kranendonk 


and Smouter were rejected by 
DeBolster, who also offered his 
resignation to the Board of 


Governors, but was similarly rejected. 


Kranendonk and Smouter, as well 
as President DeBolster affirm that in 
reality there was no case of conflict 
of interest or any type of illegal 
action. Smouter explains, “whenever 
there was a conflict of interest in the 
discussions of either Brookview or 
Vista the conflict of interest was 
always declared and the party 
involved abstained from voting." 
However, Smouter added that the 
public perception of a conflict of 
interest led him te resign from the 
Board of Directors of Vista Holdings. 


In response to Kranendonk’s 
involvement in the failed financial 
scheme, the Board of Governors 
decided to merely restrict 
Kranendonk's responsibilities until 
further notice. Dr. Kranendonk is 
currently not using his title of Vice- 
President of Finance, and must 
concur with an ad hoc committee of 
three members who will oversee any 
major financial decisions until they 
present a report to the Board of 
Governors November 23. This 
committee consists of Mr. Kees 
Vreugdenhil, former treasurer of the 
Board of Governors and Director of 
Information Resources of Union Gas 
Ltd.; Mr. Nick Van Duyvendyk, retired 
Assistant Deputy Minister of 
Transport and former chairman of the 


Board of Governor's of Redeemer; 
and Mr. Martin Bosveld, Accounting 
Instructor, Kent County Board of 
Education, presently Treasurer of the 
Board of Governors. They will 
review the financial management of 
Redeemer College with a view to 
possible restructuring of its financial 
administration. 

Smouter is still Vice-President of 
Advancement, and continues to carry 
out his responsibilities, unsupervised 
by any outside committee. DeBolster 
explained that Mr. Smouter was not 
restricted from his position of 
authority because his tasks are not 
as closely related to the serious 
financial decisions that Redeemer 
must make. 

A special board meeting has been 
called for September 14 to discuss 
the Brookview Trust. In response to 
their request, faculty have been 
invited to attend this meeting. 
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Intramurals: Let the games begin! 


by Rob Janssens 
Sports Editor 


Once again this school year, the gym 
will be busy Mondays and Thursdays 
with the activity of Redeemer's 
intramural program. And if variety is 
the spice of life, we're looking at a 
hot pepper this year with baseball, 
volleyball, basketball, ice and road 
hockey, indoor soccer, and football 
featured in the repertoire. 

One change from years past is that 
the program will be under the 
jurisdiction of the Athletic 


Department, instead of under Student 
Schenk, a_ fourth-year 


Life. Al 
phys.ed. major, is the intramural 
coordinator -- a post he held with 
distinction last year. 

Intramural teams are drawn up by 
the participants themselves and are 
usually limited to around ten players, 
depending on the event. Each sport 
features a round robin schedule, 
followed by playoffs and 
championships. Individual points are 
accumulated through the year on the 
basis of games played and wins the 
individual's team gains. 

Information regarding upcoming 
intramural events will be posted 
regularly in “Time Out" and in the 
CROWN. 


Classified 


Babysitter needed for ladies Bible 
Study. Wednesdays from 9:30 to 
111:00. Call 648-0561. Ellie Bogdan. 
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Derek Brian Schrieber 


by Winston Neutel 


DBS and Electro-Magnetic 
Interference, a band from Waterloo, 
kicked off the school year Monday 
night. 

After band-member Jane Schrieber 
and London-native Darlene Buys 
opened the show with a subdued set 
of contemporary gospel classics and 
original cornpositions, Derek Brian 
Schrieber and the band took to the 
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stage with their own brand of folk- 
rock. 

Highlights of the set were the 
ballad "Jonas" and the progressive 
rock piece "The Servant Trilogy," a 
long work which allowed the entire 
band to shine. DBS and EMI's music 
was also particularly appealing on the 
occasions when they sang in CSNY- 
style harmony. 


Redeemer's campus still looking good! 


SF --igw 


Senate Activities this Summer - Press Release 


This past summer proved to be an 
extremely busy one for the 
Student Senate. The Senate office 
was open all summer and Senate 
was active throughout the summer in 
a number of issues; especially 
concerning housing and the failure of 
the Trust Fund. The purpose of this 
report is to give you an account of 
Senate's activities and decisions over 
the summer. Minutes of the 
meetings will also be posted at 
varous locations around the school. 
*“ On November 30, 1990, the 
Brookview Trust Fund was Officially 
announced by Rev. DeBolster to 
students. In his words, the purpose 
of the Trust was "to make Christian 
university education at Redeemer 
College accessible to many more 
students". 
* On Friday May 31, 1991, the 
Administration was told by the 
Solicitor of the Trust Fund that the 
Trust had been depleted due to 
"investment reversal". In other 
words, the Trust had failed. The 
failure was confirmed to 
Administration and the Board on 
Monday, June 3. Dr. Kranendonk 
and Mr. Smouter, two of the four 
Trustees of the Trust, immediately 
tendered their resignations to the 
President. Their resignations were 
not accepted. Tuesday night, Rev. 
DeBolster tendered his resignation to 
the Board of Governors. After 
intensive questioning, of especially 
the Solicitor, the Board stated its 
confidence in senior Administration, 
and did not accept the resignation. 
On Wednesday morning, Rev. 
DeBolster met with the Senate Vice- 
President, Paul Brink, and asked him 
to call an emergency Senate 
meeting. 
s In a series of meetings on 
Thursday June 6, faculty, staff and 
on-campus students were informed of 
the failure of the Trust. 
* Thursday evening, Rev. DeBolster 
met with Student Senate. At this 
meeting, the report of the Solicitor 
was read by Senate. (Based on this 
report, Senate expressed its support 
for Administration). At that time, 
Senate also called for a general 
information meeting so that students 
could become aware of the situation. 
The President also informed Senate 
of his desire to set up a task force of 
administrators, staff, faculty, and 
students. This Task Force would 
have the mandate of coming up with 
a new budget for next year. (This 
task force was eventually approved 
and did come up with a new budget, 
based on a 500 student enrollment, 
which was also approved. The 
student representatives on the task 
force were Ben Ponsen and Jennifer 
Van Raamsdonk.) 
* On June 18, 1991, Student Senate 
and Student Life co-sponsored a 
general meeting for all on-campus 
students to consider housing 
alternatives for next year. Some 
opinion expressed at that meeting: 
off-campus housing should be 
explored to a much greater extent; 
Bs. in a dorm and conversion of the 
c. center should be avoided if 
possible. At a later date, Paul Brink, 
Senate VP,.presented a proposal for 
off-campus housing. It was rejected 
for reasons of cost, safety, and 


transportation. 

* On June 22, 1991 (the general 
meeting) a summary of the Board of 
Governors’ Report was released. At 
that meeting, Senate announced its 
continued support for administration. 
based on the information it had 
available. At the same time, Senate 
resolved to review seriously the 
Board Report and decide if any 
necessary action should be 
requested. Following that meeting, 
Student Senate met privately. As a 
result of this meeting, memos were 
sent to the Dean of Students and the 
President, voicing concerns about 
housing for next year. Specifically, 
Senate requested that the use of the 
ninth bed be viewed strictly as a 
temporary measure and that the Rec. 
Centre not be converted to a 
dormitory. At this meeting, Senate 
also discussed some of the concerns 
of several faculty members. Senate 
resolved that it would only play an 
active role with faculty concerns if 
these related directly to those of the 
students. 

* On July 16, the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Governors 
released the summary of the Inquiry 
(as published in Reflections). 

* On July 24, the Senate Executive 
felt that there was sufficient new 
information to justify calling another 
Senate meeting. At this meeting 
Rev. De Bolster was invited to make 
a presentation to the Senate, giving 
his view of the Inquiry and answer 


‘ any questions Senate might have. 


Senate thoroughly discussed the 
report and other information it had 
received, and subsequently released 
an Official statement. In essence, 
this statement described how Senate 
had lost confidence in the financial 
administration. It read as follows: 
Subsequent to the Student Senate 
meeting of July 24, and based on the 
information available to the Senate at 
this time, Senate releases the 
following: 
Senate expresses dismay and 
disapproval at the misjudgement and 
irresponsible action of the financial 
administration of Redeemer College. 


For this reason, the Senate must 
admit that it has lost confidence in 
the financial administration. 
However, the Senate does recognize 
the authority of the Board of 
Governors and therefore supports the 
Board's decision to maintain the 
present administration. We strongly 
encourage the Board of Governors in 
their efforts to effect change in the 
administrative structure at Redeemer, 
provided that the Student Senate is 
actively involved in this process. 

Following PresidentDeBolster's 
apology, the Student Senate extends 
its forgiveness to the administration 
and looks forward to the rebuilding of 
confidence once again. 

There were basically four grounds 
for this action: 
1. Conflict-of-interest. Clearly, this 
was a conflict-of-interest situation. 
Two of the Trustees of Brookview 
Trust were also directors of Vista 
Holdings, and were also senior 
administrators at Redeemer. 
2. Misleading information. From the 
very beginning, most of the details of 
the Trust Fund were kept 
confidential. Naturally, certain 


assumptions were made, many of 
which were incorrect. However at no 
time were any of these corrected. 
This problem began immediately 
when the Trust was announced. 
There were no "funds in trust" as was 
implied, if not explicitly stated. Even 
the name "trust fund" suggested this. 
One of most prevalent incorrect 
assumptions was that the Trust Fund 
contained a large sum of donated 
money. This was a_ logical 
conclusion, based on the anonymity 
provision. However, there were no 
donors. Since no money was 
donated, but in fact, was borrowed, 
there really was no reason for the 
anonymity. To date, Senate has still 
not received a_ satisfactory 
explanation for the anonymity clause. 


3. "Counting your chickens before 
they ‘realize their substantial capital 
gain’". The Trustees released the 
promise of a lower tuition based on a 
projected increase in_ shares. 
Therefore, the reputation of 
Redeemer College was put at risk as 
the shares of Vista rose or fell. The 
Board of Governors has also realized 
this problem in their report, published 
in Reflections: 

In hindsight, an error was made in a 
premature publication of reduced 
tuition, food, and housing costs which 
the Board of Governors would not 
have made had they known that the 
income for the Trust was to come 
from the sale of common shares 
which were projected to rise in value. 
4. Forgiveness. After some 
discussion, Senate came to the 
conclusign that, as a Christian body, 
we must forgive. Therefore, upon 
Rev. DeBolster’s request for 
forgiveness (on behalf of the 
administration), Senate, on behalf of 
the entire Student Body, extended its 
forgiveness to the Administration. 
Although realizing that this 
forgiveness did not separate those 
involved from the consequences of 
their actions, Senate saw this as a 
positive step towards the restoration 
of confidence. 

* On August 15, 1991, a number of 
senators and students met with the 
new Acting Dean, Irene Velduis, and 
the Director of Ancillary Services, 
Margaret Buma to discuss housing 
for next year, and specifically, re- 
location of the functions of the rec. 
centre. 

* On August 31, 1991, Senate met 
once again to consider its position, 
and make preparations for the 
coming year. As of this writing, no 
information is available as to any 
resolutions passed by the Senate. 


What's Happening Now 


The Board of Governors has taken 
a number of concrete steps to deal 
with the situation. In essence, they 
are trying to install measures that will 
help prevent a similar situation from 
ever happening again. New conflict- 
of-interest guidelines are being drawn 
up. A committee has been formed to 
examine the responsibilities and 
position of Or. Kranendonk. Their 
report is due November 15, and until 
that report is released, he may not 
use his title. of Vice-President 
Finances. Two other committees are 
being formed, one to take a hard look 


at administration and its operation; 
the other to help make a strategic 
plan for the College. At the very 
least, there will be student 
representation on the latter 
committee. At the last Executive 
Board meeting, the Executive 
acceded to the request of the Faculty 
that a full Board meeting be held with 
Faculty allowed to make a 
presentation. 

At this point, Senate is committed 
to remaining actively involved in the 
aftermath of the Trust Fund's failure. 
Throughout the summer, Senate- 
Administration relations have 
remained, on the whole, good; a fact 
that Senate is pleased’ with, 
considering that this is one area it 
has been working for the past 
number of years. This has proved to 
be a beneficial strategy as Senate's 
opinions and concerns are being 
taken mmuch more seriously than 
they have in the past. 

Furthermore, Senate is committed 
to thoroughly represent student 
needs and interests. We are glad 
that students are back on campus 
and Redeemer College can return to 
normal operations. 

There is no doubt that it has been 
a difficult summer, for all parties. 
Senate continues to look forward, 
however, to the restoration of 
confidence within Redeemer College, 
and through prayer and hard work, to 
play a major part in that process. 


PLACE 
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HERE 


Readers: 


Please support 
those advertisers 


who support us here 
at the CROWN. 


Watch for anduse | 
coupon ads. 
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Recycled Peper 


In an effort to be environmentally 
responsible, this year’s CROWN is 


printed with non-toxic ink on recycled 
paper. If you don’t intend to save 
your copy, we encourage you to 
recycle it, rather than throwing it out. 
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Minister Robbed at Gunpoint 


by Winston Neutel 


Rev. and Mrs. Hogeterp of Calvary 
Christain Reformed Church, Ottawa, 
parents of Redeemer sturdents Paul 
and Mike Hogeterp, were robbed by 
armed bandits while on a one year 
mission trip to a seminary in Nigeria. 
Rev. Hogeterp is also a member of 
Redeemer’s Board of Governors. 
Mike Hogeterp told the CROWN 
that on the night of August 12 six 
men "clambered into the compound 
where [his] parents were staying and 
began banging around on the porch." 
The Hogeterps having heard that 
petty thieves were easy to scare off, 
attempted to do so, only to discover 
that these were not petty thieves. 
The men began to bang on the door 


as the Hogeterps held it closed and 
barricaded it with their freezer. The 
annoyed bandits then began shooting 
out the windows. As the Hogeterps 
"hit the floor" the door was broken in 
with a yam hoe. 

When asked what they wanted, the 
bandits replied, "your money and 
your car." Rev. Hogeterp gave them 
the key to the desk where the money 
was kept, but they broke it open with 
the hoe, while holding him on the 
floor with a gun to his head. Mrs. 
Hogeterp disobeyed an order to 
return to bed and was _ slapped 
across the face. Then the bandits 


also took the couple’s wedding rings 


Fun With Frogs 


by CROWN staff 


Once again, the first-years, or 
FROGS as they are better known, 
were subjected to the usual cruelty of 
FROG olympics, wearing neon paint 
on their facial appendages, and 
chanting strange litanies_ at 
communal suppers. 


On the more pleasant side of 
things, the FROGS enjoyed Dick 
Schreiber and band, peer-faculty 
picnics and rollerskating. A campus 
campfire in the back forty was 
moderately successful until it began 
to rain in slightly large quantities. 


The talent show originally scheduled 
for September 3 was rescheduled for 
September 11, when many FROGS 
will have the opportunity to show the 
stuff for anybody who might be 
interested (mostly other FROGS -- 
it's kind of a species-specific thing). 


A scavenger hunt was also on the 
agenda so new students can start to 
find their way around the Hamilton 
and Ancaster area. To close the 
week, a Clubs Showcase was 


organized to introduce and 
encourage first-years to become 
involved in Redeemer activities. The 
weekend included an_ intramural 
softball tournament, a folk dance and 
hiking at Dundas Conservation Area. 
Hope you're ready for week two! 


and went out to leave in the car. 
When the car alarm sounded they 
came back into the house and 
brought Rev. Hogeterp out to turn it 
off. The theives then made off with 
the money, car, and_ rings. 
Miraculously, no-one was_ hurt 
throughout the robbery. 

“My dad said to me it was a night 
of terror, and a day of grace," Mike 
said, "because the people of the town 
surrounded them with love and 
prayed with them that night and the 
following day." 

The Hogeterp's daughter, Jane, 
was in a residential school, elswhere 
in the country. 


ADVERTISING 
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MAKES 
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STORE Hours 
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USINESS SALE 


Want to advertise a job, buy or sell 
something, or send a loved or not-so- 
loved one a message? Loonles cost 
only a buck for up to 30 words (150 
ché acters). Mail them to the CROWN 
via ICM or drop them in_ the 
contribution box outside the CROWN 
office. You'd be loony NOT to use 
this opportunity! 


Help!! 


There's Only One Ad in this issue! 
Advertising Manager Needed 
Apply via ICM or to an editor. 


"Click" 


A sound we'd love to hear! 
Photographers Needed! 
Apply via ICM or to an editor. 


"Oopsssss" 


A sound we hate to hear! 
Copie editer neded. 
Apply via ICM or to an editor. 


SPACE - the Final 
Frontier 


Help us to conquer empty space. 
Write for the CROWN! 
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